Message

From: Russo, Matthew [russo.matthew@epa.gov]
Sent: 10/14/2021 4:18:52 PM
To: Kaplan, Robert [kaplan.robert@epa.gov]; Harris, Michael [harris.michael@epa.gov]; Walts, Alan

[walts.alan@epa.gov]; DiCosmo, Nefertiti [dicosmo.nefertiti@epa.gov]; Murphy, Elizabeth
[Murphy.Elizabeth@epa.gov]; Peaceman, Karen [Peaceman.Karen@epa.gov]; Girouard, Taylor
[Girouard.Taylor@epa.gov]; Moody, Jonathan [moody.jonathan@epa.gov]; Anderson, Victoria
[Anderson.Victoria@epa.gov]; Lippert, Jeff [lippert.jeff@epa.gov]; Porter, Andrea [porter.andrea@epa.gov];
Graydon, Ryan [Graydon.Ryan@epa.gov]; Blount, Keyyana [blount.keyyana@epa.gov]; Smith, Kira
[Smith.Kira@epa.gov]; Bair, Rita [bair.rita@epa.gov]; King, Carol [King.Carol@epa.gov]; Wilson, Dane
[Wilson.Dane@epa.gov]; Darman, Leslie [Darman.leslie@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov];
Parikh, Pooja [Parikh.Pooja@epa.gov]; Russell, Diane [russell.diane@epa.gov]; Pope, Janet [Pope.Janet@epa.gov];
Cannon, Phillippa [Cannon.Phillippa@epa.gov]; Rausch, Heidi [Rausch.Heidi@epa.gov]; Mendez, Thomas
[mendez.thomas@epa.gov]; Triantafillou, Kathy [triantafillou.kathy@epa.gov]; Singer, Joshua
[Singer.Joshua@epa.gov]

CC: Bauer, Candice [bauer.candice@epa.gov]; Bishlawi, Randa [Bishlawi.Randa@epa.gov]; Clark, Jacqueline
[clark.jacqueline@epa.gov]; Fong, Tera [Fong.Tera@epa.gov]; Bosscher, Valerie [bosscher.valerie@epa.gov];
Murray, Regan [Murray.Regan@epa.gov]

Subject: Benton Harbor - Gov. Whitmer Executive Directive

FYI, press release from M.

Gov. Whitmer Signs Directive to Coordinate All Available State Resources to Deliver Safe

Drinking Water to Residents in Benton Harbor
Lt. Governor Gilchrist visits Benton Harbor, hosts roundtable with local residents and community leaders

LANSING, Mich. — Governor Gretchen Whitmer today signed an executive directive aimed at ensuring access
to safe drinking water for Benton Harbor and Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist 11 visited the community,
meeting with residents and community leaders. The directive implements an all-hands-on-deck, whole-of-
government approach to move forward with urgency and ensure that every parent can give their kid a glass of
water with confidence.

In addition to the executive directive, Governor Whitmer announced the state is committed to expediting lead
service line replacements using additional federal, state, and local resources, with the goal of replacing 100% of
lead service lines in Benton Harbor in 18 months.

“BEvery Michigander deserves safe drinking water, and every community deserves lead-free pipes,”

said Governor Gretchen Whitmer. “I’m proud to sign an Executive Directive today that will pursue a whole-of-
government approach to protect access to safe drinking water right now and work tirelessly to replace every
lead service line in Benton Harbor as soon as possible. I cannot imagine the stress that moms and dads in
Benton Harbor are under as they emerge from a pandemic, work hard to put food on the table, pay the bills, and
face a threat to the health of their children. That’s why we are also expediting the timeline to replace lead
service lines in an effort to ensure that 100% of the pipes are lead-free in the next 18 months. We will not rest
until the job is done and every parent feels confident to give their kid a glass of water knowing that it is safe.”

“Today’s executive directive is a step forward in the important work we have done in Benton Harbor,” said Lt.
Governor Garlin Gilchrist. “The directive will implement a whole-of-government approach that brings together
state, federal, local and municipal governments, and organizations on the ground, in the community, to solve
short-term problems and replace Benton Harbor’s lead service lines as quickly as possible. Residents of Benton
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Harbor deserve access to clean, safe drinking water, and today’s executive directive mobilizes the resources of
government to achieve that goal.”

To protect Benton Harbor’s youngest residents and prevent lead exposure, a request was submitted to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Food and Nutrition Service, to confirm authorization of WIC ready-to-feed formula.
This will allow eligible WIC clients in the City of Benton Harbor currently receiving powder or liquid
concentrate formula manufactured in ready-to-feed form access to formula that does not require mixing with
water. Ready-to-feed formulas would be redeemed like current formula benefits, using the WIC EBT card at
authorized WIC vendors.

“BEvery Michigander deserves access to water they can trust to drink and that they can trust to give to their
family,” said MDHHS Director Elizabeth Hertel. “T am commutted, our department is committed and our
partners are committed to continuing to put the health of the people and families of Benton Harbor at the center
of every decision we make. We are taking every precaution and addressing this problem with all the tools that
we have at our disposal. We will be here, working in this community, providing bottled water until further
notice.”

A notification was submitted to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, to expand use of Medicaid
Child Health Insurance Program Health Services Initiative funds for lead prevention services for Benton Harbor
households. Once the notification process is complete, households with children under 19 years of age enrolled
in a Medicaid Health Plan, or a pregnant person enrolled in a Medicaid Health Plan, would be eligible for a free
environmental investigation into lead hazards within the home, and to provide the necessary lead abatement
work to ensure the home is lead-safe.

“Benton Harbor is a proud community with a rich history and everyone I talk to in Benton Harbor wants to
protect their children, neighbors and friends. They just want to know that the water 1s safe to

drink,” said Regina Strong, Michigan’s Environmental Justice Public Advocate. “That’s why Governor
Whitmer’s actions today are so important. They reflect what we have committed to do — ensure that everyone in
Benton Harbor has access to clean, safe drinking water. Standing with the tamilies of Benton Harbor is an
environmental justice priority that we must address with urgency.”

“Today’s executive directive is the result of close collaboration between the City of Benton Harbor and the
Whitmer-Gilchrist Administration to meet the needs of residents in Benton Harbor,” said Benton

Harbor Mayor Marcus Muhammad. “I am grateful for the state’s diligent work to respond to our concerns and
provide resources for residents in need. I look forward to continuing our work with state and federal
governments to protect residents of Benton Harbor, promote access to safe drinking water, and take advantage
of the resources we have to replace the city’s lead service lines as soon as possible.”

“Water is the first human need,” said Bishop James Atterberry, Brotherthood Church. “It is the building block
of life. In Michigan, we are blessed to be surrounded by the most magnificent bodies of freshwater

on Earth, and every single one of our residents in every community, deserves access to safe drinking water.
Today’s executive directive is a good step forward for the city of Benton Harbor, and I look forward to
continued action from state, federal, and local governments to fix the issues that Benton Harbor residents
face. We will not rest until every child is safe from lead and every family knows their water is safe.”

Executive Directive (ED) Actions
The executive directive builds on ongoing efforts underway at various departments and by critical stakeholder
groups and community leaders, ensuring state government and its partners are all rowing in the same direction

and laser-focused on shared goals.

Here are some of the actions the directive takes:
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e Residents of Benton Harbor must continue to have access to free bottled water until further notice.

e Residents must be offered free or low-cost lead-related services including but not limited to drinking water
testing and health services.

e The State of Michigan will collaborate closely with federal partners, county officials, city officials, and
community leaders to communicate up-to-date information and leverage every available resource to
accelerate lead service line replacement.

Lead Service Lines (LSLs)

Under Michigan’s Lead and Copper Rule, the strictest nationwide, every community is required to replace 5%
of its LSLs every year, meaning 100% replacement in 20 years. However, any community experiencing an
action level exceedance, or ALE, is required to replace their LSLs at a rate of 7% per year, meaning 100%
completion in just under 15 years.

Recently, the Whitmer-Gilchrist Administration delivered just under $20 million to Benton Harbor to speed up
their LSL replacement timeline. Today, the governor announced the state is committed to expediting lead
service line replacements using additional federal, state, and local resources, with the goal of replacing 100% of
lead service lines in Benton Harbor in 18 months.

With additional federal funding expected under the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act making its
way through Congress, the State of Michigan will receive billions more to fix its infrastructure, including lead

pipes.

Lead

There is no safe level of lead. Lead exposure harms brain development in children and it causes both short and
long-term health problems for adults. The leading causes of lead exposure are drinking water and paint. About
34 million homes have lead-based paint and around 9.2 million have lead pipes. Michigan’s top priority is
simple: safe drinking water for everyone.

Whitmer-Gilchrist Administration Actions

In the two and a half years since the Whitmer-Gilchrist Administration took office in January 2019, the State of
Michigan has invested more in its water infrastructure than the previous five years—from 2014 to 2018—
combined. The governor launched the MI Clean Water plan to invest $700 million to build up drinking and
wastewater infrastructure while supporting 10,000 good-paying jobs. The plan addresses high water rates,
tackles toxic contaminants like PFAS, builds up sewer and septic systems that can’t meet demand, and replaces
lead service lines. In addition to MI Clean Water plan, Michigan has invested millions in drinking water,
stormwater, and wastewater facilities across the state supporting thousands of local jobs.

To view the full executive directive, click the link below:

Tera Fong

Division Director, Water Division
U.S. EPA Region 5

Chicago, lllinois

312-886-6735

(She/Her)
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